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Swisher Mayor Issues Proclamation Welcoming Refugees

SWISHER, Iowa (November 17, 2015)

In response to Governor Terry Branstad's refusal to cooperate with the settlement of Syrian 
refugees in Iowa, Swisher Mayor Christopher Taylor signed a proclamation late Tuesday evening
to reassure displaced individuals that there is still a place for them in Iowa. The proclamation 
reads, in part, that “Swisher continues to welcome all visitors and prospective residents, 
regardless of national origin or refugee status.”

The proclamation comes on the heels of announcements by at least 24 state governors that they 
plan to deny entry to families fleeing violence in Syria. The position of the Mayor's Office is that
Governor Branstad does not speak for all Iowans on this issue, and that Iowa's reputation for 
neighborly hospitality should be extended to those who need it most.

“People find all kinds of creative ways to justify their prejudices, but we need to rise above that,”
said Taylor. “These folks have come through a storm, often with literally nothing but the clothes 
on their backs. They want a better life and they want it here. What would it say about us—as a 
nation, as Iowans, as compassionate human beings—if we were to turn them away?”

For additional inquiries, please contact Mayor Taylor at mayor@swisheria.org, (563) 343-4711.

About Swisher

Swisher is a city of roughly 900 people, located between North Liberty and Cedar Rapids, west 
of I-380. In May, 2015, it became the first city in Johnson County to pass a resolution in support 
of a community ID program.

About Mayor Christopher Taylor

Elected for the first time in a special election in February, 2014, Mayor Taylor was recently re-
elected to a second term. He owns a small tech business and is currently pursuing a Masters 
degree in Library and Information Science at the University of Iowa. He lives in Swisher with 
his wife and two children.
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